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rights advocates nationwide to ensure that the 
issue of Sikh identity was understood and re-
spected. When a Sikh man named Balbir 
Singh Sodhi was murdered in Arizona five 
days after 9/11, Yogi Bhajan worked with com-
munity and government leaders in Arizona to 
help raise awareness about the Sikh commu-
nity there, and to honor Balbir Singh with a 
major memorial event. 

I had the privilege of Yogi Bhajan’s friend-
ship and support for more than 20 years. He 
was a dynamic, powerful person with a strong 
devotion to human rights, religious freedom, 
and good health. Whatever one’s faith, he had 
the right words, the right lesson, and the right 
message. He spoke to us all, and he inspired 
us. Around the world he was a powerful voice 
for peace. 

The resolution I am introducing today recog-
nizes Yogi Bhajan as a wise teacher and men-
tor, an outstanding pioneer, a champion of 
peace and compassionate human being, and 
extends condolences on his passing. I would 
like to thank Representatives JOE WILSON and 
JOE CROWLEY, the Co-Chairs of the House 
India Caucus who have helped build support 
for this resolution, as well as Senators JEFF 
BINGAMAN and PETE DOMENICI, who will intro-
duce the Senate companion. I also thank the 
bipartisan groups of original cosponsors who 
join me in urging my colleagues to support this 
important resolution.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and remembrance of every victim of 
gun violence within our Greater Cleveland 
community. We gather in honor, support and 
hope for each family member and friend, 
whose lives have been forever altered in the 
wake of gun violence. 

We also stand in honor of the members of 
the Million Mom March, Greater Cleveland 
Chapter; InterAct Cleveland, Ohio Coalition 
Against Gun Violence; Black on Black Crime, 
Inc.; Survivors/Victims of Tragedy; VOICES; 
and the National Council of Jewish Women, 
for their collective efforts and dedication fo-
cused on preventing gun violence. 

Today, on the Third Annual Day of Remem-
brance of Victims of Gun Violence, we honor 
and recognize the dedicated residents of our 
Cleveland neighborhoods. The unwavering 
commitment of our neighborhood activists and 
leaders continues to raise up our community, 
one avenue at a time. The work of our neigh-
borhood leaders, young and old, serves to 
build strength, hope and creates the power to 
eradicate violent crime within our homes and 
along our streets. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and remembrance of the victims of 
gun violence. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with every family member and friend of loved 
ones lost. Let us remember that our unified 
energy, focused on peace and security within 
our neighborhoods, provides light and hope to 
the families touched by gun violence, and radi-
ates outward, offering the promise of peace 
for us all.
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize the Buckner Christian Church. On 
November 14, 2004, the Buckner Christian 
Church celebrated 120 years of service. In 
1884, after much thought and prayer, twenty-
six devout Christians in or near Buckner Hill, 
most members of Sibley Christian Church, 
elected a building committee of four. Together 
they founded the church. They organized 
themselves ‘‘into a congregation of worshiping 
Disciples, by renewing our covenant with our 
Heavenly Father, and pledging our mutual 
faith to each other, promising thereby to take 
the Word of God as our only rule of faith.’’ 

On November 8, 1884, the trustees pur-
chased four lots for $100 in the town of 
Buckner Hill. Despite many weather disasters 
and set-backs, a simple, almost austere, build-
ing was erected and the congregation was 
able to attend church in their own sanctuary. 
In 1923, plans were made to build a new 
church. On March 24, 1924, the old building 
was moved to the lots at the back of the site 
where services continued while a new church 
was built. The cornerstone of the new building 
was laid on June 15, 1924, and on Sunday, 
May 3, 1925, the new church was dedicated 
debt-free, with services in the morning, a bas-
ket dinner at noon, and an afternoon formal 
dedication service. The Independence Chris-
tian Church loaned an old pulpit to the church 
which is still in use today. This pulpit was 
once used by Alexander Campbell during one 
of his visits to Independence. In 1957, city 
water was installed and the baptistery remod-
eled. In 1963, the first telephone was installed. 
In 1995, the stained glass windows were re-
placed and a new wooden window-sash was 
made. In 1997, a new slate roof replaced the 
old one. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
congratulating the Buckner Christian Church 
on 120 years of service. I honor the early 
members of the church as they tried to keep 
their Christian commitment in their community. 
Today, I honor the young people of the church 
and those who will lead it in the future. May 
the Buckner Christian Church grow and pros-
per in this new century.
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Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, Whereas: 
I hereby offer my heartfelt condolences to 

the family and friends of Mary F. Parsons; and 
Whereas, Mary F. Parsons was a loving sis-

ter, wife, mother, and grandmother to the 
members of her family; and 

Whereas, Mary F. Parsons will certainly be 
remembered by all those who knew her be-
cause of her compassionate nature towards 
her family, friends, and community; and 

Whereas, the understanding and caring to 
which Mary F. Parsons gave to others will 

stand as a monument to a truly fine person. 
Her life and love gave joy to all who knew her. 

Therefore, while I understand how words 
cannot express our grief at this most trying of 
times, I offer this token of profound sympathy 
to the family and friends of Mary F. Parsons.
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the Edwardsville Girls’ Golf 
Team. The Tigers recently won their first state 
championship in golf, finishing their season 
with a perfect record. This outstanding south-
ern Illinois sports team is the first girls’ golf 
team south of the state capitol to capture a 
state title. 

The Tigers’ hard work and dedication to the 
sport this season has allowed them to capture 
this title. The Tigers performed twenty-three 
strokes better than all other teams in competi-
tion for the state title. 

My congratulations go to the Edwardsville 
Tigers Girls’ Golf Team and retiring Coach 
Gary Bair on an outstanding season!
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to two individuals from my state 
who have played a major role in the war in 
Iraq. Judith and Larry Moore, both civilians 
from Somers, Connecticut, played a very spe-
cial role in the war effort. 

As everyone knows, it happens rarely but 
occasionally that military spouses are simulta-
neously deployed. Christopher and Bryony 
Soltis, both Army doctors, were sent to Iraq 
last year with the Army’s 1st Armored Division. 
With a new child in tow, it was a difficult time. 
The entire family was separated for over a 
year as Christopher and Bryony cared for 
wounded soldiers and civilians in Baghdad. 
They turned to Christopher’s mother and step-
father to care for their 7-month-old daughter, 
Madeline. 

Judy and Larry Moore were up to the task. 
Together, Judith and Larry provided an envi-
ronment in which Maddie thrived. They cared 
for Madeline every day from August 2003 to 
July 2004 while her parents were deployed. 
They put photos of her parents throughout the 
house, read her letters from afar, and re-
minded her daily that her parents would come 
home soon. Christopher and Bryony came 
home in late July 2004 to find their baby had 
grown into a loving, well-adjusted, beautiful 
toddler. I am told that Maddie recognized them 
immediately and ran to their arms when they 
arrived home. 

Judy Moore knows full well the toll that de-
ployment can take. She is a remarkable 
woman who has contributed enormously to 
her country. She served as a U.S. Air Force 
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